ORDERS 


AND 


ARTICLES 


| GRANTED BY THE 


HIGH AND MIGHTIE LORDS 
THE STATES GENERAL OF 
THE VNITED PROVINCES, | 


Concerning the erecting of a Veſt India 


o Companie: 


Together with the Priuiladges and rights 
Linen vnto the ſame 


e 
5 bo 


PRINTED ANNO DOM. 
SN 


1 77 Fo 


0 


© 
tl 


W K n = © 


REELS 


He States Generall of the vnited Provinces, vnte 
all choſe that ſhall ſee theſe, greeting. We make 
knowne, that we conſidering the guo4 of theſe 
Lands, and the welfare of the inhabitants of them, 
ro confi(t principally in the navigation and traffike which 
in all times out of cheſe Countries with good ſucceſſe and 
bleſſings in all kingdomes and countries haue continued. 
And deſiring that the ſaid inhabitants not onely main- 
taine and kcepe their former nauigations and traffikes, but 
likewiſe as much as is poſſible increaſe the ſame, and prin- 
cipally according co the treaties, alliances,concraQts and en- 
tercourſes concerning the traffike and nauigation with o- 
ther Princes, Commonwealths and. Nations in former 
times made, which we vnderſtan4 in all points to be kept 
and obſerued. And we perceiuing that without a common 
helpe, aſſiſtance and meanes of a generall Companie, no- 
thing can be vndertaken in the places hereafter ſpecified 
for to get profit and to maintaine and defend the ſame, in 
regard of piracies, ex'orfions and other like matters happe- 
ning ſuch long na igatio s. M e haue in regard of theſe and 

other weighte reaſons and conſiderations me uing vs vnto 
the ſame as likewi'e ripe deliberations of our Counſels,and 
other pre-nant and weightie pccaſions mouing vs in like 
maner found good, that the navigation, traffike and com- 
merce in the quarters of the zeſt Indies 3nd Africa, and 

other places named hereafter in times following, no more 
ſhall be exerciſed and vſed then by common and vrited 
power of Merchants and inhabitants of theſe Countries, 
and that to the ſame purpoſe ſhall be erected a pgererall 
Companie, which we in regard of our ſingular affection 
and loue to the common good, and to preſerue the inhabi- 
tants of the ſame in traffike and welfare, ſhall waint. ice 
and ſtrengi hen with help, fauour and aſſiſtance, for as much 
A 2 as 


an the preſent ſtate and condition of theſe countries in an 
maner of wayes can permit, providing for the ſame a fit 
grant, with priuiledgesandliberties, here following: vis. 
That within the terme of foure and twentie yeares, none 
ol the natiues or iuhabitants of theſe Countries, othet wiſe 
then onely by the authoritie of the vnited Companie of 
theſe voited Prouinces, or from any other country ſhall 
navigate or traffike vpon the coatts and lands of Africa, 
fron Topsca, Cancri, vntill Cabo de bonna Eſperanca , nei- 
ther vpon the countries of America or st India, begin- 
ning from the South end of Terra noua, through the ſtraight 
of Magellan u le Maire or other ſtraights or pallages 
thereabout, vntill the ſtraight of Auias, as well vpon the 
Nurtn as South ſea, neither vpon any [lands either at the 
one or other (ide, or betwixt them both ſituated; likewiſe 
neither vpon the Auſtrial or Southlands lying betwixt 
both Meridiansy touching at the Eaſt fide Cabo de benna 
Eſperanca, and at the Web ſide, the Eaft lide of Nous Gaim 
nea, incluſiue. And if any man without lcaue of the ſaid 
Companie ſhall ſaile or traffike into any of theſe aforeſaid 
limits granted vnto this Companie, tlie ſhips and goods 
fhall be forfeited, hauing traffiked in any of the aforeſaid 
parts, which immediatly euery way ſhall be taken and ſei- 
ſed vpon by the Companie, and kept for the vie and beno- 
ſit of the ſame, And in caſe ſuch ſhips or goods ſhall be 
fold,or landed in other countries or ports, ſhall the. Mer- 
chant ventdrers and participants be auſwerable for the va- 
lue of the ſhips and goods, and be conuiRed for the ſame, 
u ith this caution, that thoſe that before this graunt of theſe 
or other countries are ſailed vnto any of theſe coaſts, may 
ſell their goods and teturne backe againe in theſe lands; or 
otherwiſe vatill their grant is expired (if they haue gotten 
any before this time) continue, and not longer, obſeruing 
that no body now at the beginning ſhall ſend any ſhips or 
goods into the parts in this Patent comprehende d, not- 
withſtanding at the ſame time perhaps the Companle be 
not ſully concluded, prouiding for the ſame as is fit, — 
again 


aguaſt them that wilfolly againſt our good intention (hall 
lese wrong the generall good. We vnderſtand never. 
theleſſe that it ſhall be free. foreucry ane to fetch ſalt from 
Ponte del Re, but vpon conditions and inſtructions: by vs 
allowed or to be allowed, without otherwile in any maner 
to be tied vato this grant. 
12 2 
That moteoner the ſaid Companiĩe in our name aũd by 
our suthoritie ſhall haue power, within the limits here bo- 
fore ſet downe, to make contraQs and alliances with the 
Princes and natiues of the countries herein comprebhen- 
ded , as likewiſe to build forts and ſtrong bolds , to chuſe 
gauernours, and men for warres, Officers of iuftice, and 
all other nece(lary vies for the conſeruation of good or- 
ders, policie and iuſtice, as for the aduancement of trading 
and trafhiking ſhall be required; as likewiſe to depoſe and 
downe, and to ſubſtitute other in their places, as they 
Il finde eonuenient. Furthermore they ſhall ſearch plen- 
tifull and not vninhabited places to plant the ſame, and do 
—_—_ that will be for the ſeruice and profit of 
the Countrie , and which the increaſe of trafſike will te- 
quire, And theſe of the Compavic ſhall from. time to time 
communicate to vs, and deliver ſuch contracts and allian» 
. ces a0 they ſhall make with the ſaid Princes and nations, - 
beſides the ſituations of the forts, places of defence, and 
plantations by them taken in hand. x 


Obſeruing that the Companie having choſen a Gouer- 
nour, and conceiucd- inſtructions ſor bim, he ſhall be ap- 
proued by vs, and receive. hiscommiſſion. : And the ſaid 
Gouernour generall ſhall as well ax other Vice or Subſti- - 
tute gouernors, Commanders and Officers, be {worne both 
vnto Vs and the Companie, _ - 


And in eaſe the fald Cortpanie in eny of the places # 
boue mentioned re by fained friend(bip to be decei- 
ved or ill vſed, or chat apy ſummes ot mon or 2 

„ ena 


diaes truſted abroad without reſtitution or paiment for the 
ſame be detained, that they ſhall ſee to repaire the damage, 
according to the cauſe, and as for their abilitic ſhall be moſt 


requiſite. 


And becauſe for the ton, ſaſetie and defence of 
this trathke, ſome men ot warre of neceſſitie muſt be levied, 
we will prouide for the ſa d Compo nie ſuch Commanders, 
ſouldicrs and cnginers as ſhall be requiſite, though vpon 
condition they hall be paid by the laid Companie, 

6 


Which beſides the oath made vnto vs and his Excellen- 
cie, ſhall likewiſe be ſworne to follow the directions and 
commandements of the Companie, 


7 

That the Prouoſts of the Companie ſhall hade power 
and authoritie in theſe countries to take and apprehend 
ſuch ſouldiers and men of warte as ſhall be entred into the 
letuice of this Companie, and bring them to ſhipb ard, in 
whatſocuer cities, townes Or iunſdiaicns they ſhall be 
found: vpon condition the ſaid Prouoſts ſhall aforchaiid 
giue notice of it vnto the Officers and Magiſttates of the 
place. N 


That we ſhall not take any ſhips, ordinance or munition 
from this Companie for the vie of thele Countries, with- 
out the conſent of che ſaid Companie. _ 

9 

Moreouer we haue granted and yeelded vnto the ſaid 

Compan e, and grant and yeeld by theſe preſents, that all 
their thips and goods ſhall paſſe freely, without paying any 
cuſtome or cole due in theſe vnited Provinces : notwich- 
ltarding any forreinets may be parta kers in the ſaid Com- 
panic, which in that regard ſhall enioy like priuiledges with 
the free inhabitants of theſe countries. 

10 


| That this Companie for the firſt eight yeares ſhal} ray | 


I nothing 
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nothing for conuoy for their goods either comming in, ot 
to be ſent into the eff [ndirrand Africa, and other coun. 
cries in the ſame limitation comprehended : and is reſerued 
and concluded, that in caſe at the end of the firſt eight 
yeares the ſtate and condition of theſe countries cannot 
admit the ſaid priuiledge of eight yeares to be continued 
for certaine yeares more, that the goods to be ſent from 
theſe parts, as likewiſe the wares of theſe aforeſaid coun- 
tries being to be tranſported in the conuoyes and licenſes, 
ſhall not be higher taxt or charged then they are now, ex- 
cept we are in warres againe, in which caſe all the aforeſaid 
goods and wares ſhall not be taxed higher chen they were 
immediatly before the truce made. | 


It 
And becauſe this Companie may be well gouerned and 
te the moſt profit and — of all — partakers, ve 
haue ordered that the gouerument of the ſame ſhall conſiſt 
in fue Courts of Committees or Commiſſioners; as name- 
ly one at Auſterdam, which ſhall have the adminittration 


of foure ninth parti; one in Zealand, for two ninth parts; 


one about the Aae, for one ninth part; one in North Hol. 
ld for one ninth part j and the ak in Vrieſlavd, the citie 
and Land likewife for a ninth part, vpon conditions ſer 
downe in the Regiſter of our reſolutions, as appearcs by the 
AR concerning the ſame by vs deliuere d. And the Prouin - 
ces deftiture of Courts, ſhall be furniſhed with ſo many 
Commiſſioners , as they ſhall bring a hundred thuuſand 
gilders vnto this Companie, and they ſhall be diſperſed a» 
mongf the other Courts. | 


N 5&5 12 4 

The Court of Amfferdew ſhall conſiſt of twentie Com. 
miſſioners; the Court of Zealded of twelue; the Courts a- 
boat che t, and Nor Hallau, euery one of fourt&ne; 
aua che Court of i, tie and lind. likewiſe of four- 
wene, vnlefſe-hereaftert it appetre the fRiE not to be e- 
nough, in which ceſs we will vt der liking and advice of 
' the ninateene ifcreale the number of theſame. * 
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And by theſe is granted auihoritie vnto the States of 
the afoteſaid Prouinces, either before their ordinorie Depu · 
ties, or the Magiſtrate of the cities in their Prouv:ces, to 
take ſuch an order for the regiſtring and ſubſcribing of the 
pertakers and Comm:ſlioners, as they ſhall finde a,,reeable 
vnto the cuſtomes and lawes of their P:ouinces z provic cd 
alwayes that nore {hall be choſen to be a Conuniſſioner 
in the Court at Amſterdam, volcile he put fix tucuiand gil- 
ders ſtocke of his owne in the ſaid Companic; but in the 
Court of Zealand. as likewiſe in the Courts about the Dees, 
the Court in North Holland and Yrflaad , they ſhall not 
be choſen Commiſſioners, i they bring not vnto the Com- 
panie foure thouſand gilders a peece. : 


14 

That the Commiſſioners ſhall attend the ſpace of ſixe 
yeares , and at the end of the fame, one thir part ſhall bæ 
remcued by bils to be drawne z and two yeares after, a like 
third part to be remoued and likewiſe two yeares aſter, 
wich the laſt third part to be done; and fo from time to time 
to diſcharge the elderin office, And is place of the diſmiſt 
or deceaſed, or for any reaſons put by, ſhall be nominated 
three perſons by the Commiſſioners, as well that are ia 
place, as that are remoued, as likewiſe by the chiefe parti- 
cipants and vndettakers, that in perſon and at their char» 
ges will come at the Court. And out of theſe three, the a- 
foreſꝛid Prouinces,their Deputiet or Magiſtrates ſhal chuſc 
new Commiſſioners, and continually ſupply the places va- 
cant: and ſhall be accounted chieſe participants all theſe 
that as much ſtocke of their owne bring in, as the afureſaid 
Commiſſioners, wi" 


gs / 
The accounts of the rigging and letting ſoorth of che 


ſhips and other things concerning the lame, ſhall be made 


within the ſpace of three moneths after the depatture of - 
. cer ſhall be lent copies at 


the ſame vnto 566K 
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the returnes, and the ſale of the ſame, the Courts (whenſo- 
euer we ſhall finde it conuenient, or any of the Courts de · 
ſtre it) ſhall be bound to giue vs and one another notice of 
all their ſtate. 
16 
Every ſix yeares ſha!l the reckonings be giuen vp of all 

voyages and returnes, profits and dammages of the Com- 

anie : vix. one of the ttaffike, and another of the warres, 
. which reckunings ſhall be done publikly, and 
after bils affixed, that euery one being interelled,may come 
at the making vp of theſe accounts. And in caſe the 
end ot the ſeuenth yeare the ſame be not done, the Com · 
miſſioners ſhall loſe their proviſions, and ſhall be conuer- 
ted to the v ſe of the poore, and they neuertheleſſe be bound 
to make their reckonings as before, within ſuch a time, and 
vpon ſuch penalties as ſhall be decreed by vs againſt ſuch 
delinquenes and inftingers. And this notwithſtanding 
there ſhall be made diſtributions as many times as ſhall be 
proved and certified ten in the hu to be gotten by 
traffike. 1 


. 17 | 

No man ſhall during the time of this grant, haue power 
to draw his ceppitall or ſtocke from the Companie; and 
likewiſe no new partakers in the meane time ſhall be ac- 
cepted: but in caſe at the expiring of the foure and twentie 
yearcs, it ſhall be thought convenient to continue the ſaid 
Companie, or ta ereR anew one, ſhall be made 8 final! rec- 
koning and eſtimation or priſe by the nineteene, with our 
— of euery thing concerning this Componie, as 

t 


like wiſe of the neceſſary upon Compagic hath bin at: 
and then one may chute whether 


„ his 
mony out, or in the enſuing Companie keepe v holy or in 
part. And in ſuch caſe the Compare ſhall be bound to take 
- theremaining things at her charge, and content the reft of 
the partakers that ſhall be willing to ſeperate theme 
ſelues from the Companie, every one according to his pro- 
portion; and that at ſuch dayes of 4 as the nineteene 


with 


with our aduice ſhall find _—_—— 
1 

That whenſocuer a generall meeting of the aforeſaid 
Courts ſhall be appointed, there ſhall mecte gineteene pet- 
ſons, eight from the Court of Anſterdam, foure from Zea- 
land, tuo from the Macs, two from the Nortlcra parts of 
Holard , two from Vſlard, and allo the citic and land, 
provided that the ninctene perions or as many more as 
we ſhall chinke fit by vs ſhall be appointed aud clioſen,- tor 
to giue their beſt ditections tor the diſpatching of che affairs 
of this Companic. 


19 
By which generall aſſembly of che ſaid Courts, all mat- 
tets concerning this Companie ſhall be propounded and 
concluded, with caution that in regard of matters of warte 
our reſolution {hall be required. | 
©" 8 
At the ſaid generall meetings ſhall be reſolued when any 
ſhips, and how many, and towards what coafts ſhal be ſent 
or the generall good of the Companie, hauing no Court 
power to do —_— without a generall reſolution of the 
reſt, And in caſe any of theſe Courts might happen to be 
carelelle and negligent inthe accompliſhing of theſe reſo» 
Jutions, we haue giuen and giue by thele ſame the ſaid ge- 
nerall meetings, authori tie and power to cauſe — 
and delinquents to make reparation for their fanlts, and 
requeſted ſhall lend thereunto our helping hand. 


21 

The ſaid generall meeting ſhal be kept the firſt (ix yeares 
at Amfterdam, the next two enſuing yeares in Zaalandeand 
jo from time to time in the two aforeſaid places. 

22 

The Commiſſioners by the Companie ſent to the faid 
meetings or elſewhere. ſhall haue for their diet and wages 
foure gilders euery day, beſides the mony for the boate, 
ſhip or wagons: prouided that theſe that ſhall trauell from 
the one to the other citie, to ſrequent and viſit the Courts 
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as Commiſſioners and Allfents, ſhall receiue neither the 
one nor the other from the Companie. 


23 
And if happene1 in the ſaid generall meetings any mat · 
ters of great weight & moment to occurre, which concer - 
ning the Courts could not agree, and did finde diſficultie 
if they ſhould ouerrule one another, we have taken vpon vs 
the deciding of the iame, and what we fhall finde goo@ 
(hall be followed. 


3 

Within the ſpace of a moneth hence ſhall be giuen no- 
tice by bils affixed, to all inhabitants both of theſe and o- 
ther countries, that at the expiration of the fiue next ſol - 
lowing muneths, beginning from the firſt of lune, may be 
admitted & received, and pay their capitall ſums in three 
paiments, viz, a third part at the end of the ſiue moneths 
aforeſaid, and the other two third parts within the three 
next enſuing yeares, vnleſſe afterwards it be found more 
conuenient to take longer time, of which the partakere * 
ſhall be aduertiſed by bils affixed. 


25 
The Ships returning from their journeys are to land at 
the ſame plaees they departed : and if it do happen that any 
ſhips by reaſon of winde & wether land in other parts, as 
thoſe of Amfterdeom or the North parts in Zealend, or in the 
Macr, ot thoſe of Zealand in Holland, or thoſe of Vr 


' land with their aſſociates in any other parts, that neverthe- 


leſſe every Court ſhall haue the ouerſight & adminiſtration 
of his ſhips and goods, and ſhall have power to ſend the- 
ſhips and goods to the places where their one Courts are 
kept, or hire other ſhips or veſſels to convey the goods to 
the places aforeſaid, with this clauſe and caution, that the 
Commiſſioners ſhall preſent themſelues at the places where 
the ſhips & goods ſhall be arriued, without vling any fa- 
Rorsor deputies in their name. And in caſe it be not con- 
nenient for them to trauell vnto thoſe places, they ſhall 


leaue the charge & adminiſtration vnto the 2 


B 2 


of the Court next to the landing of ſhip and goods. 
26 * 


If any of the Courts aforeſaid receiueth any wares, of 
which any ob the other is vnprouided, the ſaid ſhall be 
bound to ptouide the other according to her abilitie, and 
the lame being ſold, ſend n. ore. That likewiſe the Commiſ- 
Goners of the Court before mentioned, [landing in need 
eof any perſons for rigging of their ſhipgor otherwiſe, ſhall 
ſhe-v the ſame vnto any other Court of Courts, without v- 
ſing auy factors or agents to tie ſame purpoſe. 
27 
In caſe any Prouinces ſhall appoint an Agent for to u- 

ceiue the monies from the Participants in their precinct, and 
to put the ſame in their Court, and to procure paiment of 
the diſtributions, he ſhall be admitted in the ſaid Court, for 
to be informed and inſtructed of the out dealings, diftri- 
butions and incomings, provided he bring id o the Com- 

panie fittie thouſand gilders ſtocke or aboue. | 
. 28 

The Commiſſioners ſhall haue one in the hundred of 
all goods going out or comming in, as likewiſe of all priſcs 
or taken goods; but of ſiluer and gold but a halfe in the 
hundred : of which proviſion the Court of Amſterdam 
ſhall recejue foure ninth parts, the Court in Zealand two 
ninth parts, the Court about the Mas a ninth part, the 
Court of Jriefland ioyned with the citie and land a ninth 
part, the Court of North Holland like wife a ninth part, 


29 

prouided alwayes that they ſhall receive but once pro- 
vilion for the ordenance and ſhips, but none at all of the 
ſhips,ordenance and other things wherewith we ſhall afliſt 
the aid Companie; neither of the monies they ſhall take 
vp for the vie of the Companie, ncitherfor the goods they 
ſhall ſell, neither ſhall they bring in any accounts for the 
a:tendance and charges of diet andtrauell of thoſe they 
may appoint or ſend for the ſerting forth of the ſhips ,. or 
buying of the gooda thiereunto required, 

30 


| 75 | 
The keepers of the accounts und of the caſhes li g 
ſhall haue their wages paid out of the prouiſion of 
Commiſſioners, | 


31 
The Commiſſiones ſhall not ſell or deliver any (hips or 
goods or wares vnto the Companie either wholy or partly 
belonging vnto them; neithersſhall they buy or 
to be bought for them any merchandixet or roods fhow 
the Companie, ditectiy or indirectly for them ſelues, nor 
hold in any part of the bargaine. In caſe they faile therein, 
they ſhall torfei? their prouiſion of oue yeare (which ſhal be 
giuen vnto the poore) and themſelues diſcharged of their 


places. ; 


32 | 
The Commiſſioners ſhall be bound to give notide by 
bils affixed, of the merchandizes and goods they newly 
haue received, becauſe cuery one may know ir before they 


. are (old. 5 
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And if any of the — happens to decay in 
his eftate, that he de not able to make good and giue ſatiſ- 
faction for matters truſted vnto him in regard of his admi- 
niſtration, v hich might cauſe damage, their ſtocke in the 
Corpanie ſhall be anſwerable for the ſame, being as 2 
ledge and ſecuritie for theit true adminiſtration. And lke- 
wiſe if any ofthe — for goods bought or other. 
wiſe, be indebted. vnto the Companie, and decayes in his 
eſtate, that he be not able to pay his debts, his ſtocke in 

the Companie ſhall be anfwerable for the ſame. 


a Hits | 
The Commiſſioners of the aforeſfaid' Courts ſhall an«- 
0 for their keepers of caſh and accounts, 


3 
. you all the wares of this Companis to be ſold by 
w 2 de ſold anddelivered by the weight of 4. 
Herde ohiely; and læaue ſhall be 1 ＋ to weigh the * 
B ; 0 


_ poſt or weigh _—_ , ypon condition neuertheleſſe chat 
the ſame being ſold, ſhall be delivered at the weigh houſe, 
and pay impoſt and weigh-mony as many times as they 
hall be ſold , as all other goods of like nature ore vied 
to be. 1 


3 
That the Commiſſioners or their goods (hall not be ar- 
reſted or troubled for to haue rckoning of the adminiſtra · 
tion of the Companie, neither forthe wages due vnto any 
having bin employed by the Companie ; bur pretending 
any ſuch matter, they ſhall be bound to call them before 
the ordinary ludges. | 


37 
Apy ſhips coming home, the Generals or Commanders 
of the fleete, ſhip or ſhips, ſhall be bound to come vnto vs 
within ten dayes after their artiuall, and make report vnto 
vs of the lucceſſe of their voyage. as well by writing as by 
word of mouth, as we ſhall finde conuenient. 


38 
And iſ it happens (which is not to be thought) that any 
ſhould croſle the navigation, trafficke or trading of the 
Companie, agsinſt the vniuerſall lawes, contracts, agree- 
ments and entercourſes, it ſhall be lav full for the Compa- 
nie to defend her ſelfe, and take their courſe according. to 
the inſtructions giuen by vs. 


39 

Furthermore we haue promiſed and promiſe by theſe, 
that we willmaintaine and defend the Companie in her 
free nauigation and traffike, and aſſiſt the ſame to the ſaid 
purpoſe, wich the ſumme of ten hundred thouſand gilders 
to be paid within the ſpace of fiue,ycares, and the firſt two 
hundred thouſand gilders ſhall be furniſhed as ſoone as the 
participants haue brought in their firſt paiment of their 
ſtocke promiſed : prouided alwaycs that for the firft ten 


hundred thouſand gilders we ſhall receive profit and dam- 


mage as the other participants ſhall do. 
: 45 


in the ſhips ot tore houſes, without paying any tines, im- 
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And is caſe it do happen the Co Gall be 
aſſaulted and inusded in any of the loreſaid parti we ſhall 
alſiſt her (theſe countries in any maner of ways being able 
to do it) with ſixteene ſhips of warre, the three 
— tunne, 3 aq the leaſt be 
re ſevre tunne, being of every thing neceſſary well fure - 
niſhed of ordenance both of braile and iron. and fir . 
titie of munition, double hangings, ſailes, ropes, 
and other neceſ[arics, as ſhall ht for aoy great voyage; 
op ctr ag dee, all be manncd, rial 
at the i condi. - 
con (9 Compey eee | 
and ſoure pinnaces furniſhed as ours, for to defend the - 
Companie from her enemies, as likewiſe to aſſault them. 
And our ſaid ſhips of warre ſhall ioyne with the ſhips of i 
the Companie, and ſhall go forth vnder one Adaticall, wo - 
be choſen by vs with aduice of the foreſaid Courts or ge- 
nerall meetings, and ſhallfollow our directions and com- 
maridements,agreeable to the reſolutions of the Company, 
to make warres againſt their enemies. But the ſhips of the 
Companie being ſhall oor hazard themſelues with- 
out great neceſſitie. 


411 | 
And if it ſhall happen that the charges of the warres in 
our countries here do grow leſſe, and increaſe in the puts 
aforeſaid, we haue promiſed and promiſe by theſe preſenis 
ro A as much aide. and aſſiſtance vnto the Companie as 
theſe countries (hall be able to permit, and the Rate or con- 
dition of the Companie ſhall require. 


| FLA 

Moreouer we haue e if it in time of 
warres any priſes to be taken within the ſaid hmits of the 
Companie, as well from their enemies as pirates ,' or by a- 
ny ading and aſſiſting this Companic, as likewiſethe goods 


that ſhall be ſeiſed vpon by vertue of our Proclamations, - 
Aneceſſary charges, and the dammagey of the Com _ 


Þ 4 lu 2 


{offered by the taking of priſes, beſides thaſrighe of his Ex- 
niet qualicie  Admirall ing to our reſolu- 
von maderbefirft of April, A 1603, and the tenth 


to the Officers, mariners and ſouldiets that haue 


belongi 
made 9 deduRed, they ſhall remaine at the 
di'poſition of the Companie , which ſhall be bound to 
keepe reckonings aſunder of the ſame. And the profit or 
benefit of the ng ws ſhall be employed or þcſ{towed to 
the ſetting forth of ſhips, and paying of the men of warre, 
as like wiſe to the N fortifications, the putting in 
arriſons, and other like matters of warre and defence 
oth by water and land, without making any diſtributi- 
ons, vnleſſe it did appeare the faid profit and benefit to be 
ſo great, that without weakning the defence of the Com- 
panie, and all charges of the warres being a ducted, a good 
portion might be deuided, ſeperated from the commerce, 
And the diltribution ſhall be made in this manner: a tenth 
pert ſhall be giuenfor the 22 good of theſe countries, 
and the reſt ſhall be deuided amongſt the Participants of 
the Companie pro rate and according to their ſtocke. 
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Prouided alwayes that the goods and priſcs by vertue 
of our Proclamations ſeiſed vpon and brought in, ſhall be 
cenſured by the ludges of the Admiraltie where they are 
landed, and iudged whether they be lawfull priſes or not: 
And during the ſuite the adminiſtration of the ſaid goods, 
after a due Inuentorie made, ſhall remaine vnto the Com- 
panie, reſeruing the refidue for thoſe that by the ſentence 
of the A.\miraltie might finde them ſelues aggricued. And 
the Venduinaiſter or outcrier, and the other officers of the 
Admiraltie, ſhall por pretend any thing of the priſes bene» 
fired or ſold by the Companie, they hauing had nothing 
todo with the ſame, 


© | 
The Commiſſioners of this Cempanie ſhall be bound 


by oath, to be true and faithfull io their adminiſtration, to ' 
eepe good teckonings of their dealings, to procure — 
me 
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moſt benel of — — md eo ide ff bare wht! 
dammago 20 much be in thei power that they ſhall 
not euer am of the greateſt Parcicizantamore then the 
leaſt, either in the bringing in of their ſtockes, ot che mw» 
king of the diftributions : that of thoſe that ſhall owe mo» 
ny to the Companie, they ſini nat tauour, the one more 
then the other i that they as long as they ſhall be Commiſ- 
ſiocers, ſhall keepe ſuch ſtocke in the Companie as is pre» 
fixed by this grant; as likewiſe that they ſhall keepe and ob- 
ſerue euety — and article here aboue mentioned, and 
1 held and Keg dccording to their abi- 
! * 


[tics 
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All « hich priuiledges, Abeteies and exemprions, beſides 
the — 'nehtienicd 2 2 point and article 
here aboue, we haue grumed vataith# Laid Companic after 
good aduice, and do grant by theſe,. promiſe aud giue by 
theſe promiling to procute that they ſhall enioy the ame 
without any diſquietneſſe or hindetance. We order like- 
wiſe that the ſaid ſhall be kept by all Magiſtrates, Officers 
and ſubiects of theſe vnited Prouinces, without doing any 
thing contrary vnto the ſame, either directly or inditectly. 
within or without theſe vnited Prouinces,vpon paines to be 
puniſhed both in body —— nag the com · 
mon good and infringers of our orders, Promiſing beſides 
to maintaine the Companie in all points aforclaid , bg all 

ereatics of peace,alliances,entercourſes,with the neig 
Princes, kingdomes and countries, not ſuffering any thing 
to be done contrary to the ſame . Wherefore wee charge 
and command direRly all Gouernours, Iuſtices, Officers, 
Magiſtrates and inhabitants of theſe vnited Provinces, that 
they permit and ſuffer the ſaid Company and Commiſſio- 
ners to enioy peaceably and without any diſturbance the 
effect of this grant, conſent and priviledge, ceafing by this 
all other matters ordered to the contrary. And becauſe none 
might pretend iguorance of theſe, * haue * . 


— 


that the printipalt points of -thisGrane Thall be made 
knowne citherby publication or affizing of bile, where it 
ſhall be required, judging the ſame to be for the good of 
ahus Cum Verte $34.5; 
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